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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Praise the Lord, summer has finally arrived!
This is the season when our community comes
alive with people coming here to enjoy vacation
and recreation in the beauty of God'’s creation.
It's a great opportunity to welcome folks at the
downtown businesses, parks, pool,
campgrounds, the big rodeo, parade and of
course our area churches. The title of a Marty
Haugen hymn rolls off our lips -“All Are
Welcome”. Yet, while it sounds great there is
also controversy and disagreement among us
right here in rock creek city, especially when it
comes to the Harley week!

At the previous congregation | served we had
a large wonderful sign in front of the church
building. Everyone agreed on posting times of
worship, ELCA, and pastor’'s name on the sign,
but there was disagreement in the congregation
when it came to a word of welcome. Some said,
“we don’t need to post anything, they can come if

they want to”; others favored “All
ALL

are Welcome” but others thought
that was too generic and

everybody says that, so it has no
real invitation in it; others said
let’s put “Visitors welcome,
Members expected” but some
thought that was a guilt trip and
too cutesy; and another group

WELCOME

about the conflict and joy that come with
welcoming and hospitality. Luke (chapter 8) has a
story of Jesus as an invited guest to dinner at
Simon the Pharisee’s home and while seated at
the table in walks an uninvited woman of the city
(A.K.A. a woman of the evening), a visitor,
certainly not a guest. This woman is known to
have many, many sins, and she stands behind
Jesus, crying and anointing Jesus’ feet with her
tears and ointment (signs of hospitality). Surprise!
The host Pharisee had a limited guest list and
showed no hospitality to Jesus who is showered
with hospitality from the one who would never be
welcomed! And Jesus commends her for her faith
and forgives her sins. The 14™ chapter of Luke
has a couple parables about humility and
hospitality and inviting people to a dinner. Then
the 15" chapter of Luke begins with the religious
folk mumbling and grumbling about Jesus saying
“this fellow welcomes sinners and eats with
them.” There is much to
contemplate and discuss about
these stories, but one thing that
stands out for me is that all these
occur around the dinner table,
Jesus is present, all kinds of folks
are too, including sinners (A.K.A.
tax collectors and prostitutes) and
the religious church going

wanted “Visitors welcome” but then some thought Pharisees who don't see themselves as sinners

visitors probably wouldn’t be back so they opted
for “Guests are welcome” since we tend to treat
visitors as those just passing through and invited
guests are usually well received. Who'd of ever
thunk there would be such a hubbub and stir
about welcoming people to the church!!! | won’t
tell you what was finally decided but | believe the
Holy Spirit was messing with us, prompting the
congregation to struggle and grow in the ministry
of hospitality and welcoming.

This year at Messiah our Sunday Gospel
readings come from Luke who has much to say

and view others as lesser. We can be like
Pharisees too, but remember each Sunday as we
gather at worship around the Word we sit in our
own pew (chair and stinky pew A.K.A. sin!). And
then Jesus, the living Word and host, invites all of
us sinners to be guests at his Table where he
comes to us in bread and wine, his body and
blood. We eat and drink, being forgiven and
strengthened to live out of faith daily active in
love, passing on the loving hospitality of Jesus to
others. May it be so among us and to those we
encounter on the journey.

Pastor Kim
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June Light in the
Beartooths (LIB)
Ministry Report

...We kicked off the month with
a LIB breakfast and Bible study
on “the kingdom of God”
breaking in. Twenty some
women and men skimmed
recent editions of the Carbon
County News putting smiley
faces wherever they thought
God is smiling and frowns
where they thought God'’s heart
is breaking. During the sharing
the group was surprised to
discover the many ways God is

at work in our community and
also how much opportunity
there is to let our little light shine
to change the frowns into
smiles.

...The Vision/Mission Team met
and is going on a “walkabout”
this summer in Red Lodge.
Team members will be asking
all kinds of people in our
community 4 questions: 1)
What do you like most about our
community? 2) What do you
believe are the biggest
struggles/issues for our
community? 3) Is there anything
a church could do to make a
difference in our community?

What if money was no object,
what would you like to see a
church do in our community? 4)
Is there a joy or struggle in your
life our church could pray for?
The community’s responses will
be a vital part in discerning
God'’s mission for us and what
type facility will be needed to
support that mission.

...We kicked off our last Sunday
of the month summer outdoor
worship on our future site on
highway 212. “Let your light
shine before others so they may
see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven.”

Christikon Clips

Information for our Congregations

The

available and we encourage you to check out all of the opportunities on our website at

$ %

(HRISTIKON

is here! Our disabled campers and first youth session (Prospectors 1) went
great in June and we are looking forward to a busy month of camping in July. Many family camping options are still

Pt # You may bring a friend who will be coming to Christikon
for their very first time. You will pay the regular camp fee and your friend pays only the $50 deposit (plus a bus fee if they
are using Christikon’s transportation to camp.)

to Christikon or

.Goto

You'll find a lot of information about Christikon, including the most recent newsletter. And at the secure gifts/payments
site, you can use your credit card or an electronic funds transfer from your checking or savings account to pay the pre-
registration fee or full camp fee for any session, or contribute directly to the Christikon ministry.

Join us this summer for a special Christikon experience surrounded by God’s beautiful mountain creation along the

Boulder River.

CHRISTIKON ! 1108 24" Street West ! Billings, MT 59102
406 656-1969 ! christikon@aol.com ! www.christikon.org
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7/2  Kurt & Lynn Schulte

7/7  Anella Thompson
Beverly Urbaniak

7/11 Dennis Prewett

7/16 Barb Wright;
Jack Ervin

7/17 Eileen Luoma
7/19 Jacob Kreatz
7/20 Linda Lindall
7124 Mary Ames
7/25 Renee Gildehaus
7/29 Sally Gildehaus
7/30 Seth Ebel

David Jurkovich
7/31 Dianne Milleson

July Innkeepers

%ﬁé\wf

Happy Anniversary
7/10 Lee & Debi Norby

7/12 Gina & Stan Farnham
7/21 Norma & Bill Alberta
7129 Bill & Lois Miller

Our July Innkeeper
Leaders are Karen
and Howard Young.
Their helpers are
Dave Jurkovich;
Dolly and Jim
Koski; Lois and Bill Miller; Kathy
and David Schilling and Terri,
Josh and Eva Wilker.

We are in need of more
Innkeeper helpers for the
month of August.

Please consider signing up, even
if you can only help for one
Sunday out of the month. There
is always something for everyone
to do, even if it is to bake a dozen
cookies, usher, or clean the

sanctuary.

v contracted for our

A church to be mowed
and weeded on a weekly basis
until Sept. 1. This will make life a
lot easier for the summer
Innkeepers.

Thank you to Jack and
Sue Prather who have

| would like to

thank everyone for
their prayers,

cards, food, visits,
shoveling snow and other acts of
kindness during my recent
surgery. It was greatly
appreciated.

God Bless You All,
Bill Alberta

k Thank you to

{ | everyone for all the

\ /)/0 prayers and support
that brought me

through anxiety, fear and back

to good health.

Love, Shirley Overton

LONG TERM CARE MINISTRY

Come join with our friends and
neighbors for Bible study and
worship. This month’s schedule
includes:

9:00 AM July 5
Bible study at
Cedar Wood Villa.
3:00 PM July 13
Worship at Beartooth
Hospital and Health
Center

2:30 PM July 22
Worship at
Cedar Wood Villa.

PLEASE

REMEMBER IN @

PRAYER: Prayer Concerns

PRAYER REQUESTS: If you would
like to be on either the telephone or
email prayer chains and are not
currently receiving prayer requests,
please contact Jeri Kyner, 446-3323
or jkyner@mac.com. To start a
prayer request, contact Margaret
Tjeltveit at 446-1458 or Jeri Kyner
or email
messiahprayers@gmail.com.
Please make sure you have
accurate information and permission
from the person you are calling
about.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:
Connie Kovach; Barb Jaquith;
Bob Holmen’s mother Edna
Holmen; Bev Urbaniak’s nephew
Bruce Gilmer; Monica Thuesen’s
Mother; Andrea Holmen’s cousin
George Hanke and his wife
Jackie; Ellie Murphy; Jim Bujold;
Bill Alberta; Kerry and Carolyn
Boggio’s granddaughter
Madeline; Tammy Stevens; Gina
Farnham; David Schilling’s
mother Shirley Schilling; Pastor
Ron Jensen; Karen Young’s
niece Delaney Cover; Pastor
Kim Wilker and family on the
death of his mother LaVon
Wilker and Margaret Tjeltveit's
on the death of her brother Art
Hill.
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MEET THE WORLD IN
BILLINGS, AUGUST 6-7 And it's not just for pastors!
It's a rare opportunity! It's like |y actually at its best if .
a “Staycation"—a low- costway anywhere from 4-6 people from
of doing something exciting, a congregation get together.
educational, inspiring, at little Church musician(s), Christian
cost and not much travel. Education leaders, World
It's the Montana Synod Hunger and Mission people,
GLOCAL MISSION GATHERING  Stewardship, Evangelism,
which will take place here in Social Ministry. Bring somebody
Billings on Friday and Saturday, from each area! Oh—and bring
August 6-7. the pastor also. In fact—call
This is a first-time ever event her/him, tell them you want to

How to register? If you're
“tech savvy”,

On Line is easiest.
www.elca.org/globalevents

- If you're computer-confused,
use the phone:
1/800/638/3522

- What's it cost? Only $35,
and that includes 3 meals,
each with a global theme.

Want more information?
Google “global mission
gathering” and see where it
leads you. Or contact

mission and global-minded a boost for the pastor now in the
people will gather for an mid-summer doldrums!!
intensive 31-hour experience, - It will take place at King of

from 8 AM Friday to 2:30 PM Glory, 4125 Grand Avenue.
Saturday.

Paul & Kay Hanson at
paulandkay@hanson.org
or 651-0926.

BREAKFAST FOR BIKERS
When: July 17th and 18th

N
A :

What: Serving Breakfast
Where: Bridge Creek Patio @
Time: 7:00-10:00 AM

We will need help from the congregation.

Help comes in many ways from making

pancakes, serving pancakes, serving biscuits and gravy,
taking money and washing tables. We hope that many
can get involved in order for us to raise money for our
MESSIAH SCHOLARSHIP FUND.

JULY BOOK CLUB

Please see the sign up sheet at Messiah and do whatever
We will be reading the book called
Tears In the Darkness by Michael and

you can do to help.
!M C\\\\;&
Elizabeth Norman. Our meeting will be at

Marla Ebel’s home on Thursday, July 22, at 7:00 PM. Any
guestions call the church office at 446-2430.

SUMMERTIME
STEWARDSHIP PLANNING

" Your stewardship committee
reminds you to take care of your
giving this summer. Travel,
activities, and vacations can
distract from our church tithing
and giving obligations, so be
sure to take time to fill your
envelope or write that

check. Cash flow can become
an issue for the treasurer if our
giving is not maintained at the
usual level. Thank you all for
your faithful attention to the
needs of the church."

Thanks again,
Howard
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Vacation Bible School
at Messiah
“God’s Big Backyard”

When: August 9-12, 2010
Where: Messiah Lutheran
Time: 9 AM - Noon

Cost:  Free

Kids entering Kindergarten through 5th grade in the fall of 2010 will meet friends, explore Bible
stories, do fun activities, sing great songs, make crafts, play games, eat snacks.

To register please stop by the church office from 9:00 AM-Noon Monday through Thursday.
For more information or if you would like to help please call:
Gina Farnham at 446-9818 or the church office at 446-2430.

Registration Form For VBS at Messiah Lutheran August 9-12 from 9-Noon
Please leave this form at the church office at 723 S. Adams St, Red Lodge (446-2430)
Child’s Name

Grade Completed Cost: FREE -

. 0o
Birthday Age L ] ')\vo,
Parent’s Names / |
Home Address g the Joy -

5> e
Home Phone Cell Phone

Emergency Contact person/phone #
Food Allergies/Medical concerns
Siblings Attending VBS Names/Ages

People who may pick up your child
Transportation Needed? Yes No
Email Address

Please leave this form at the church office at 723 S. Adams St, Red Lodge (446-2430)
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
Red Lodge AA meets Pastor's
Wednesdays, Fridays & Sundays Sabbath
at 7 PM
in Messiah’s basement.
4 % 5 6 7 8:00 AM 8 9 10
9:00 AM 9:00 AM 5 Minute_Prayers Pastor’s
8:30 Worship |Cedar Wood |Women'’s Bible  |for Messiah Sabbath
9:40 Choir |Bible Study Study Group@ |11:00 AM
Practice Bridge Creek Memorial ~
10:30 Worshi Service for Sigrid
: P Timonen
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:30/10:30 7:14 AM 9:00 AM 8:00 AM Pastor’s 7:00-10-00 AM
Worship Men’s Prayer [Women’s Bible | Minute Prayers Sabbath Biker's
9:30 Fair Breakfast Study Group@ | for Messiah Breakfast on the
Trade Fair in Bridge Creek patio at Bridge
Messiah’s 12:30 PM Creek
basement 3:00 PM BHHC [WELCA Bible
9:40 ChOir Worship Study
Practice
18 Baretooth 19 20 21 22 23 24
Cupboard’s Sun |7:00 AM 9:00 AM 8:00 AM 2:30 PM Pastor’s
7:00-10:00 AM | Men’s Women's Bible |5 Minute Prayers | Cedar Wood | Sabbath
Biker's Community Study Group@ |for Messiah Villa Worship
Breakfast on the | Prayer Breakfast Bridge Creek
tio at Brid i
D o '09° | @ Messian 7:00 PM Book
8:30 Worshi 3:00 PM ~ |August Club@ Marla
9:40 Chort p Church Council Newsletter |Ebel's home
Practice aI’tIC|ES are
10:30 Worship due.
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30 Worship |7:14 AM 9:00 AM 8:00 AM Pastor’s
9:40 Choir Men’s Prayer |Women’s Bible 5 Minute Prayers Sabbath
Practice |Breakfast Study Group@  |for Messiah
10:30 Worship Bridge Creek
on the land on |6:00 PM
Highway 212 | Faijth and Light

bring your lawn
chairl

-location TBA.
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Highlights from the June 15" Council Meeting
Four (4) different parties have toured the building in the past month, but no offers are imminent.

There has been initial discussion about a 75" anniversary celebration for the congregation with the potential
to hold an event on the HWY 212 land the last Sunday in August (in conjunction with the farewell recognition
for Jason). There was additional discussion about including the celebration with Reformation Sunday
(October 31%) services.

There was extensive discussion about: the potential impact of the proposed Hauser Street extension on
future use of the church’s property; the manner in which the City Planning Office is proceeding with this plan;
the City Council’s involvement/support of the plan; the conditions, and added expenses, to which the
Mountain View Clinic/St. Vincent’'s and the Beartooth Hospital and St John’s have had to ascribe prior to
receiving building permits, and an upcoming property owner’s meeting to discuss options available to
property owners.

The Year-to-date Profit and Loss Statement shows the Total General Fund giving is lagging 2009 by
$1,781.49. However, the general fund giving did come up during May by $2,051.27 over May of 2009.
Additionally, the General Fund expenses were up by slightly less than $5,000.00 when compared with the
2009 Year-to-date General Fund expenses and this is the result of budgeted increases and the purchase of
the new copier.

The Council agreed to provide a certified appraisal of the Hwy 212 land to the IRS on behalf of the Faithful
Land Investors.

The Council reviewed the 2010 LIB income and expenses. The current balance in the First Interstate Bank
LIB account is $36,929.75. Following the review, the Council accepted recommendations to: (1) have the
Finance Committee develop a written procedure to ensure timely transfer of LIB funds from the First
Interstate Bank General Fund account into the First Interstate Bank LIB account; (2) repay the last $5,500 in
outstanding Faithful Land shares; (3) to pay down $25,000 on the outstanding mortgage principle with LIB
funds. After taking these actions the First Interstate LIB account balance will still be in excess of $6,400.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

Red Lodge Ministerial Association’s Community Picnic at Lions Park beginning at 5:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 23"

10:30 a.m. Sunday morning worship service will be on Hwy 212 land on June 27"

Remember, a copy of the Approved May Council Minutes is posted in the narthex of the Church for your
review.
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A Fair Trade Fair will be held Sunday, July 11 at 9:30 in
the basement of Messiah. When you purchase products from
this sale, you are helping to provide work and training for
artisans and farmers in 36 countries around the world. The
benefits ripple out to their families, communities, and future
generations. We have lots of new items, come check it out!

Messiah Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 1330 19th & Adams
Red Lodge, Montana 59068

July 2010 Newsletter
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