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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

@nglit in the Beartooths

A few years ago there was a survey taken amen to Wangerin’s centrality of Jesus;
about the holidays and guess what - Easter especially Easter Sunday! Our little church
came out as the most boring holiday! Can you building will be filled. Plans are made early for
imagine that? Well, if it's just about bunnies, the kid’s Easter baskets, get a little more
chocolate eggs, baskets, butterflies, a new dressed up, do church and then celebrate with

spring outfit, and egg salad sandwiches for the  nice family dinner at home or at the restaurant.
next week, well then indeed Easter wins hands It's Easter day after all! | encourage you to
down as the most boring holiday. But if we contemplate what is central this special day.

understand Easter to be about
shocking, amazing, unbelievable
incomprehensible life after death,
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, it
would rate considerably higher
than the most boring holiday. |
guess it all depends upon what or
whom one places as central to the
meaning of Easter.

“At the center of Easter is
Jesus.” These words were
penned by Walt Wangerin in an
article entitled “At the Center” for
the Lutheran Vespers Good
Newsletter back in April 1999. He

went on to write - “at the center of “ . .

our faith: Jesus. At the center of Ch_rISt IS
our lives: Christ. The Bible is an Risen!
account of God’s evident and . .
historic action for the sake of He Is Risen
humanity, an act whose principle Indeed!”

character is the Son. Therefore, at
the center of Scripture is Jesus

While most of us say we’re going to
celebrate Easter, at least in part at
church, the church reminds us this
day is not called Easter on the church
calendar, rather it is named “The
Resurrection of Our Lord” day! It's
about Jesus!

Wangerin indicates Jesus as
central may seem obvious, but his
experiences prove otherwise. He
writes; “I have heard sermons in
which Jesus is not the central
message: we are! Our niceness is. Or
the necessity of justice is. Or the

| American need for morality is. Or

family values are. But not Jesus...I've
entered churches which are
monuments to human achievement.
Enormous parking lots, vast choirs,
expensive electronics and at the core
of all this is not the cross, neither the
humility of Jesus nor the humility of
those who live at the foot of the

not the other way around. Jesus, the person and cross. Easy, so easy to neglect our Lord.” At the
what he has done: He! Not some teaching of his; center of Easter and the resurrection is Jesus!

not some model for our living; not the symbol he | pray that you and | will see Easter as more
may be for anything else. If a church presents  han a day. May we let Easter centered in Jesus
anything besides Jesus as its primary define our lives everyday. | look forward to
preachment, its defining and offering to the worshipping Jesus with you this Resurrection of
world, that church is no longer Christian.” Our Lord Sunday April 4, 2010 as we shout
Now, you and | holler a you betcha and an together “Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed!”

Lot A2



MESSIAH LUTHERAN NEWS

S\ P P PR P
<>Aigl:£ in the Gearéooéhs

Light in the Beartooths (LIB) Update

The LIB Vision/Mission Team is hard at work takingSynod spoke with us about being a “missional’
leadership in discerning God’s mission for Messiahcongregation. Pastor Dave encouraged us to STO
Lutheran Church. Our March meeting focused on 3Suspend some current activities if they are getting
things: the way of time and energy for exploring what it
...“Dwelling in the Word” Bible study lead by Jim would means to be a missional church. Take morg

discern God's mission for us. Our passage was Lulkd® an asset mapping exercise in the community, ¢
10:1-12 where “Jesus sends 70 out, two by two, intd/Valkabout” in Red Lodge asking people 4 questic
every town and place, the harvest is plentiful, hat t YWhat do you like most about our community? Whe

laborers are few...go to people’s houses...the do you believe are the biggest struggles/issues for

kingdom of God has come near...”. The text was ré@inmunity? Is there anything a church could do g
out loud twice and each person was invited to sharg'@ke a difference in our community? Is there a joy
what grabbed their imagination, perhaps a word, struggle in your life our church could pray for?

phrase, or theme and also what in this text would yblP TEN: What is God up to in our community?? WH
like to ask someone who teaches Bible in the is God calling us to be or do for the community, fo

seminary? We split into groups of two, sharing andthe congregation? Identif_y them_es_, trends,_pattern
then each group shared with the entire team. Thou$fifdt you learn from looking. This is not a time to K
included: Jesus sends people out into neighborhooB&ctical...if the preferred future appears to be

towns, etc. We are both a gathered and sent peoplé@fething big and i,mp_ossible considering your
God. Lutherans don't like knocking on people’s ~ Current assets, don't discount it. GO: Identify 3-5

doors, that’s not our style. The kingdom of God is Priorities you trust God has lifted up to engage the
breaking in out in the community. Where do we seOmmunity. Think, pray through action steps and t
God in Red Lodge and Carbon county? Our dwellirgf€P out in faith.

in the Word ended singing “Hit the Road” written by IB GAHTERINGS COMING SOON

Jim Johnson on Luke 10. _ Tuesday April 13, 9:00 AMBreakfast & Bible for
...Our team has 16 members and we all bring Everyone @ Messiah

team’s varied vocations and passions not in any Women’s Group

particular order: Educator, dance, justice, retired, \onday April 19, 6:30 PM_eadership meets w/Anr
on-line college teaching, plumbing, encourager, Bailey LIB Consultant

children, kayaking, director, Red Lodge Mountain, gynday April 25, 1:00 PM/ision/Mission Team Mtg

empowerment, flight, U S Forest Service, bar, hqu‘{/IISSIONAL MOMENT “To become

Ir(()evgslgl(j?amnge&?r?rlle ?oé?)s’|:a;§:32trhgucpobrﬁ?nr3§it missional, local church members have to wrestle V]
» TINGE PEopie, Y the meaning of the gospel in their local context. Th

caregiver to elderly, listener, intergenerational, m;alE?

difference, downtown businesses, special needs uestion we keep asking is: what is God up to in tf
; . =S, SP neighborhood? John tells us in his Gospel, “the W
people, skiing, family, music, stir us up, law

. became flesh and dwelt among us.” Paraphrased
enfprcemer_lt, petroleum geologlfsp Now there are 3oads “the Word became flesh and moved into the
variety of gifts, but the same Spirit...and to each is neighborhood.” Jesus’ way of being a theologian W

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common : L .
good.” (1 Corinthians 12) to embody God in a local setting. IAtfoducing the

Missional ChurchBaker Books copyright 2009 by Alan J Roxburg
...Rev. David Peters, Director for Evangelical and M. Scott Boren\What does this mean for us today if
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
4/2  Pat Peterson
Marian Anderson
4/3 Dave Biersdorf
4/6  Lavonne Ervin
Eva Wilker
4/14 Lydia Buescher
Judy Henrickson
4/16 Helen Norby
4/19 Kelsey Benton
4/20 Hannah Benton
4/21 Chris Benton
4/22 Katie Atherly
David Schilling
4/24 Chris Atherly
4/28 Gladys Clark
4/30 Lauren Mullaney
Vev Lee Spencer

4/3 Kathy & David Schilling
4/21 Martie & Kurt Brenne

4/22 Shirley & John Overton

Please Remember
In Prayer

Shirley Overton; Connie Kovach;
Barb Jaquith; Judy Canfield
Henry; Bob Holmen’s mother
Edna Holmen; Don Lindall's
family & Lois Miller's family on
the death of their sister Judy;
Bev Urbaniak’s nephew Bruce
Gilmer; Stan Farnham’s mother
Eva Farnham; Art Urban; Monica
Thuesen’s Mother; Andrea
Holmen’s cousin George Hanke
his wife Jackie; Sigrid Timonen;
Joan Hale (Joan Wilson); Donna
Downing family upon the death
of her husband Gaylord; Ellie
Murphy; Helen Norby; Jim
Bujold; Pastor Kim’s mother
LaVon Wilker and Dolly Koski.

Prayer Concerns

PRAYER REQUESTS

If you would like to be on either
the telephone or email prayer
chains and are not currently
receiving prayer requests, please
contact Jeri Kyner at 446-3323 or
jkyner@mac.com. To start a
prayer request, contact Margaret
Tjeltveit at 446-1458 or Jeri
Kyner or email
messiahprayers@gmail.com

Please make sure you have
accurate information and
permission from the person you
are calling about.

INNKEEPERS FOR APRIL

Our leaders for
April are Barb and
Jim Ochiltree.

y - Their team

> members are Jack

and Judy Streets;

Doug Scheafer; Barb Ostrum
and the Thuesen family. Please
help the leaders by signing up
before you are asked. Let’s
totally fill up the chart with
everyone in our church that can

O Lo
Confirmation classes this
month are Wednesdays April
14 and April 28 at 2:40 PM.
Our study will be about
favorite Bible stories.

CARE CENTER
WORSHIP

Come worship, sing, pray,
hear the Word and cele-
brate Holy Communion with
residents of our local long
term care centers. Services
are 30 minutes.

Monday, April5 @ 9:00 AM
Bible Study at Cedar Wood Villa

Tuesday, April 13 @ 3:00 PM

Service at Beartooth Hospital
Long Term Care Unit

Thursday, April 22 @ 2:30PM
Service at Cedar Wood Villa

APRIL BOOK CLUB

We will be reading the book called South of Broad by Pat Conroy. Our meeting will be at

Mary Ames’ home on Thursday, April 22, at 7:00 PM. Please join us for an enjoyable time.

Q/Bﬂ’é 9&&!
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN LAND OWNER

Messiah Lutheran Church is now the owner of the Hwy 212 land. The deed transfer occurred in
mid-March with signatures from Don & Linda Lindall and representatives of Faithful Land LLC. The
majority of the Faithful Land investors contributed their shares to the Messiah building project,
including the share from the estate of Judy Lindall-Hawkins.

Applications for the necessary loans were submitted to the ELCA Mission Investment Fund and
First Interstate Bank. Both applications were approved with 6% interest rates and various other
requirements. The Church Council reviewed all aspects of these two options and the decision was
made to use the local funding source. First Interstate has also expressed interest in providing
construction funding. The mortgage papers at First Interstate have been signed by the Executive
Committee of the Church Council, for an amount of approximately $260,000. The current terms
are bi-annual payments with the first payment due in June 2010. The option is available to change
the terms payment as the income from the capital appeal commitments comes in.

The Church Council is exploring activities to schedule on the land during the summer months.
Ideas from the congregation would be welcome.

If you have questions regarding the building project, please feel free to discuss with your church
council members.

SUNDAY FORUMS FOR APRIL & MAY

For many in the church, Revelation is a confusing book. Martin Luther himself thought the images in
Revelation were incomprehensible and found the book's meaning unclear. It is a book that disturbs
us and, especially given many popular interpretations, frightens us.

The bizarre, confusing images, however, have inspired poets and artists, musicians and
moviemakers. These images also offer us glimpses into who Jesus is and who we are called to be
in response.

For six weeks, beginning April 11, our study will explore the images of Christ found in the passages
of Revelation that we will hear in our Sunday readings.

April 4 (Easter Brunch, no Sunday Forum)

April 11: The Freeing Jesus- Revelation 1:4-8

April 18: The Slain Jesus- Revelation 5:11-14

April 25: The Cleansing Jesus - Revelation 7:9-17

May 2: The Renewing Jesus - Revelation 21:1-6

May 9: The Enlightening Jesus - Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
May 16: The Coming Jesus - Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

Sunday Forum meets between worship services at approximately 9:40 AM. Please join us as you
are able.
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STEWARDSHIP

Duty, Delight, Joy: The Basics of life-long
Stewardship-

excerpts from the book by The Rev. Dr. Len Hoffman

As we prepare to gather around the meal that Jesus
provided for his disciples of all ages, and which
gathers the saints who were, are and who will be in
praise and thanksgiving to God. We often hear
recited the words, "It is our duty, delight and joy."
These words weave together many things in what we
have come to know as the Great Thanksgiving.

Our Duty

The word duty is one of those words that apart from
military usage often retain a negative connotation.
The word elicits from us a bristling response. We
often recoil from the word "duty" in that it seems to
impinge on our sense of freedom and individuality.

Duty we think is particularly a bad idea when
connected to words like stewardship and giving. We
recoil at the idea that giving in any way should have
connected to it a sense of responsibility. In other
words it seems to diminish the idea of doing
something of ones own free will which we want to
always attach to giving.

In his explanation to the First Article of the Creed the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, sixteenth century reformer,
writes the following:

| believe that God has made me and all that exists.
God has given me my eyes, ears, and all my
members, my reason and all my senses and still
preserves them. God has also given me my clothing
and shoes, meat and drink, house and home, wife
and children, fields, cattle and all my goods. God
daily provides for all my needs. All of this God does
out of fatherly divine goodness and mercy without any
merit or worthiness in me. Therefore, it is my duty to
thank and praise, serve and obey him. This is most
certainly true.

It is our "duty” Luther reminds us that we have a
responsibility to thank and praise, to serve and obey.
Our service and obedience flows from our acts of
thanksgiving and praise. We offer thanksgiving (we
do our duty, if you will) by giving our offerings to God.

It is our duty to thank and praise, serve and obey.
This is most certainly true.

Look for more from "Duty, Delight, and Joy" next
month.

Howard Young, Stewardship Chairman

WORSHIP

Andrea Holmen, Worship Chairman

We know that our beloved church musician Jason Suchan will be leaving us this fall for graduate school in the
state of Washington. His faithfulness has been truly remarkable, and he will be missed. We would however
not like to lose touch with him and we would like to help him along on the next step of his musical training.
Those persons who would like to contribute to a scholarship fund for him are invited to put money in an
envelope labeled “for Jason”, or make checks out to Messiah Lutheran Church and label “for Jason” in the
memo line. Funds will be given to him as we send him on his way at his parting service in August or
September (to be determined). We look forward to his visits when he is back from school on vacation.

OUTREACH

Outreach is looking for someone to head up a
Transportation committee. It could be one or two
people. It would be a simple task of putting together a
list of those that need a ride and those that are willing
to drive. For more information or question please call
Kathy Kreatz at 446-1525.

Kathy Kreatz, Outreach Chairman

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
April 6th 9:00 AM - At Bridge Creek -New Study

April 13th 8:00 AM - At Messiah -
Women will Host Men & Women's Breakfast

April 20th 9:00 AM Back at Bridge Creek
NO MEN'S BIBLE STUDY MONDAY, APRIL 5
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i nit Together
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Messiah. 6:00 PM Messiah
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9:00 AM Bible [9:00 AM 8:00 AM 1:00 PM Knit AM WELCA
Study at Women'’s Bible |5 Minute Together at Pastor's gathering at
8:30 AM Worship | Cedarwood Study @ Bridge |Prayers Mae Karina’s | sabbath Bethleham
9:30 AM Easter Creek—new Home Lutheran in
Brunch study 12:30 PM Billings with
10:30 AM Worship WELCA speaker Kay
Bible Study Hanson.
11 12 13 s00av (14 15 16 17
8:30 AM Worship |7:14 AM LIB Breakfast 8:00 AM 1:00 PM Knit
9:40 AM Sunday [Men’s Prayer |Bible Study- 5 Minute Together at
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Practice 3:00 PM BHHC
10:30 AM  Worship Worship 2:40 PM
Confirmation
18 19 7.00av |20 21 22 1:00pm |23 24
BareTooth Men's Commu- |9:00 AM 8:00 AM Knit Together
Cupboards Sunday | nity Prayer Women'’s Bible |5 Minute at Mae Karina | Pastor's
8530 AM Worzhlp Breakfast_ at Study @ Prayers for 2:30 PM Sabbath
9:40 AM Sunday Community Bridge Creek | Messiah Cedar Wood
Forum, Sunday Church News Villa Worshi
School & Choir 6:30 PM . — 7:00 PM B E
Practice Vision/Mission 3:00 PM . Articles C‘l b at M 00
10:30 AM Worship | Leadership Church council | Are Due For |*ubat Mary
Meeting April Ames’ Home
25 8:30/10:30 A |26 27 28 29 30
Worship 9:40 AM 7:14 AM 9:00 AM 8:00 AM 1:00 PM Knit |Pastor’s
Sunday Forum, Sunday | Men's Prayer |Women's Bible |5 Minute Together at | Sabbath
School & Choir .
1:00 PM Vision/Mission | Breakfast _ Stgdy @ Praye_rs for Mae Karina’s
Team Mtg 6:00 PM Faith | Bridge Creek Messiah Home
4:00 PM Christikon [and Light at the
Benefit Auction / Streets 2:40 PM
Billings Depot Confirmation
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MARCH

Barb Ostrum read a article from President Christ for the April newsletter in which she notifies the
congregation that the deed transfer of the Hwy 212 land has been finalized and that the land is now
in the name of Messiah Lutheran Church.

In committee reports, John Overton reported that lighting in the sanctuary has been enhanced with
the installation of new bulbs and requested that the cones on the “special assistance drop-off area”
on 19" Street be 3 parking spaces to allow necessary vehicle assess. Kathy Kreatz will be
determining the feasibility of using Fair Trade coffee at all MLC functions. Judy Streets reported that
the Alliance Church will be holding its vacation Bible school during the week of June 14™. She also
asked for Council support for co-sponsoring a MT Human Rights Network forum on the death
penalty to be presented in Red Lodge during April. It was the consensus of the Council that she
work with Pastor Kim & the Red Lodge Ministerial Association on the sponsorship. The Council was
supportive of the co-sponsorship idea, if Pastor Kim & the Red Lodge Ministerial Association
agreed. Jeri Kyner shared the thank you note received from the Downing family expressing their
appreciation for the luncheon served at Gail Downing’s funeral. Approximately 140 people were
served. She also reported that 90 people participated in the soup supper following the February 24"
Lenten service at Messiah (104 attended the service). Andrea Holmen reported that Jason Suchon
has been accepted into a University of Washington Master’s degree program and will be leaving his
position in either July or August. Howard Young will be ordering 2011 member giving envelopes
prior to March 31°.

Jim Ochiltree presented the February financial reports in lieu of Bill Miller's excused absence. The
February 2010 Balance Sheet showed the General Fund checking account had a monthly ending
balance of more than $14,000; the Light in the Beartooths checking account had a monthly ending
balance of slightly less than $25,000, and the Mission Investment Fund had a monthly ending
balance of just about $73,000. The February 2010 Profit and Loss statement revealed that the
general operating fund giving for 2010 was $7,396 and general operating fund expenses for 2010
were $11,732 but are in line with the budget. $9,037 was deposited in the Light in the Beartooths
checking account during February. The year-to-date (January through February) Profit and Loss
previous year comparison shows the general operating fund revenue is $17, 318.92, which lags
behind the 2009 general operating fund revenue by $957. General operating fund expenses are
$23,198.51, which is within budget. The year-to-date revenues for the Light in the Beartoohs capital
appeal are $28, 553.78.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
WELCA Gathering — Saturday, April 10" @ Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Billings-9:00 AM
Joint Women’s & Men’s Bible Study breakfast meeting — Tuesday, April 13, 2010 at Messiah
Church Council — Tuesday, April 20, 2010 @ 3:00 pm
Christokon Quilt Auction — Sunday, April 25th

Remember, a copy of the Approved February Council Minutes is posted in the narthex of the
Church for your review.
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Christikon Clips

Information for our Congregations

Youth campers : There’s a “special deal” available: Bring a friend to camp with you for free (well,
nearly). Bring a friend who has never been a Christikon youth camper before. You pay the regular
camp fee; your friend pays only the $50 deposit. While some camp sessions are getting full, it's not too
late to send your registration.

Adults and families: Spend some time in a lovely mountain setting with some of the most-fun-to-be-
with people, at our Work Weekend May 28-31, Mountain Weekend 1 July 9-11, Mountain Weekend 2
July 23-25, and the Continuing Education Retreat for rostered ministers, interested lay people and their
families, July 23-25. It’s also possible for adult groups to schedule a backpack trip through Christikon
July 22-26, or at other times during the summer.

Get on board! The annual Christikon Benefit Auction — Quilts and Whole Lot M ore comes on
Sunday, April 25, at the Billings Depot, 4-7 p.m. Food and beverages will be available, and of
course, some of the finest artistry in both a live auction and a silent auction, including hand-made
quilts, use of a condo in Cabo San Lucas Mexico, a Vikings football package, a gourmet dinner for 6, a
day of heavy equipment services (with operator), a fishing/float trip on the Big Horn River, fine art work,
and gift baskets. We’'ll also be seeking special support for our Sojourners Camp for at-risk youth.
Admission at the door is $10. Information and tickets available at our web site.

Coming May 2: Christikon presents Storyhill ~ Benefit Concert and Silent Auction  at Hope Lutheran
in Bozeman, 6:30 p.m., with delicious goodies served at intermission. (Storyhill is known to many as
Chris and Johnny).Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door. Information and tickets available at
our web site.

It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurtureifa in Christ —
exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together

CHRISTIKON 1108 24 Street West Billings, MT 59102

406 656-1969 christikon@aol.com www.christikon.org
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursday, April1 ~ Seder Meal
Maundy Thursday 6:00 PM

(Please sign up in the narthex)

Friday, April 2 Good Friday Worship 7:00 PM
Sunday, April 4 Sunday Resurrection of Our Lord
Services 8:30 & 10:30 AM
Easter Brunch 9:30 AM

OFFICE HOURS AT MESSIAH

Monday: 8:00-1:00

Tuesday: 8:00-9:00 & 11:00-1:00
Wednesday: 8:00— 12:00
Thursday: 8:00-12:00

Friday: The Office is Closed

HOW TO REACH MESSIAH

Church Phone : 406-446-2430
Website : www.redlodgemessiah.com
Email : churchoffice@180com.net
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