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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The pass through the Beartooths is open and
signals the beginning of summer! Praise the
Lord! I love summer in Red Lodge with outdoor
activities like fishing, hiking, picnics, golf, and
wonderful sunshine. Most of all | truly enjoy how
the community comes alive with people and
activities. Our community is a vacation recreation
destination and the business community rolls out
the welcome mat making visitors’ time enjoyable.
Even we who are not in the business arena have
the opportunity to be hospitable welcoming the
thousands who come here each summer. | trust
we also give thanks for those who come and also
serve us providing the bulk of our local economy.

Welcoming and hospitality are major biblical
themes. In the first book of the Bible, Abraham
and Sara welcome three strangers (who are
actually angels) with a meal and lodging, Jesus
says “whoever welcomes you welcomes me and
when you provide a cup of refreshing water you

another than someone we don’t know. Luther
Seminary Professor Rev. Pat Kieffert wrote a
book “Welcoming the Stranger” and in it affirms
welcoming and hospitality as part of God’s call for
each one of us in a variety of ways. Even though
we say being friendly is natural, living out this
part of our faith does not come natural for most of
us with strangers or visitors whether it be on the
main street or in the church facility. Maybe it
would be easier if we didn’t use the words
stranger or visitor, but instead guest. It seems to
me we treat guests more hospitably than the
others, whether it be in our homes, businesses or
churches. Whether in a restaurant or a church, I'd
rather be treated like a guest than a visitor (a one
timer) or a stranger (outsider). How about you?

| suggest that this summer each of us at
Messiah be even more welcoming and hospitable
to guests. We can become more intentional
about this ministry. The business world
recognizes the importance of intentional

are welcoming”, St. Paul writes “we
are ambassadors for Christ”, and the
author of Hebrews writes “do not
neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels without
knowing it.” You and | are called to
be welcoming and hospitable to
those who we encounter on the way,
whether they be strangers, visitors or
guests.

Jesus says
“whoever
welcomes you
welcomes me
and when you
provide a cup of
refreshing water
you are
welcoming”

hospitality, e.g. customer service, the
customer is always right, you want
repeat business treat 'em like royalty.
It's been said Disneyland is the most
hospitable place in the country and
each year thousands of business
people, clergy, and lay leaders attend
Disney’s 3-4 day seminars on the
many varied ways to become more
welcoming and hospitable. It does
not come naturally!

In the church most communities
congregations see a decrease in worship
attendance during the summer months, but we at
Messiah enjoy an increase as we welcome folks
from around the region, nation and world. I've
heard many of you say “we are really a friendly
and welcoming church”. Well, I've never been in
a church that didn’t see itself as welcoming, but
often times when one looks closely they are
welcoming among themselves (after all Sunday is
the only day | get to see and visit with you and
catch up) and not very much if at all to the visitor.
It's so much more comfortable to visit with one

So while we enjoy summer, may
we be intentional about making it an enjoyable
time for guests. Maybe providing directions to
someone downtown or guidance through the
worship bulletin, giving up your parking space in
front of the store or your parking space in the
back row at church, a cheerful smile and hello
everywhere, and remembering Jesus’ words
“when you welcome someone in my name, you
welcome me.” May it be so among us and with
the guests God sends us.

Pastor Kim
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Light in the Beartooths (LIB) Monthly Update

Our LIB Ministry consultant Ann Bailey will be with us for Worship and meetings Sunday June

13. Ann will meet with the Vision/Mission Team, the Ongoing Support Team and members of the
church council from 1-3:00 p.m. The LIB journey progresses as we are called by Jesus to "Let your
light shine before others so they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven." Shalom! Pastor Kim

CLIMB TO CONQUER CANCER WALK

We would like to get a team together from Messiah Lutheran to participate in the
Climb to Conquer Cancer walk to take place August 7th. The hike is 3 miles and
takes place at the Red Lodge Mountain ski hill. It would be nice to have a team of 10
to 12, but not limited to that, the more the merrier and the more money raised for a
good cause. Teams can consist of men, women, kids. Itis a fun walk and a great
way to enjoy our beautiful outdoors.

If there are any questions, you can call Kathy Kreatz at 446-1525.

LIGHT IN THE BEARTOOTHS BREAKFAST

Monday, June 14, 8:00 a.m. at Messiah. It's time again for the quarterly LIB breakfast
and Bible study. The men of Messiah will be cooking up a delicious meal and intriguing
Bible study. Come celebrate life together around the Word and a meal.

OUTDOOR WORSHIP

Sunday, June 27 on our highway 212 site. Grab a lawn chair, sun screen, bring a friend and come
as you are for our 10:30 a.m. worship service out in God’s beautiful creation. Your Light in the
Beartooths spiritual life team has plans for this special worship as well as the last Sunday in July
and August. Light refreshments will be served following worship. Those 3 Sundays we’ll also have
our regular 8:30 a.m. worship at our current Messiah facility.

AR R0RORBRD

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU

A heartfelt thanks to Sue Bernsden for the beautiful framed stained glass cross creation
she made hanging in the church front window. Sue resides in Billings, but 3 years ago she
was among us all on Sunday mornings. Sometimes seen as a stranger, visitor, or guest,
Sue recently commented how much she appreciated our small, warm, friendly
congregation. We thank God for the wonderful gift of the guest, perhaps an angel among
us who now gives back a special gift and reminds us, we through the cross of Jesus, are
all welcome.
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6/3 Marietta Johnson

6/5 Derrick Downing

6/6 Matt Mullaney

6/13 Melissa Rickbeil

6/20 Nancy Smith

6/22 Lee Norby

6/24  Martie Brenne
Knute Thompson

6/26 Lyn Herem

6/28 Dick Kyro

June Innkeepers
/

Innkeeper leaders for

June are Marla and Duane
Ebel. Their team members are
Marian Anderson, Joel and
Gloria Hardy, Kathy and David
Schilling, John and Shirley
Overton and Terri, Josh and
Eva Wilker.

Please check your calendars for
the summer months. We need
you, even if for cleaning during
the week, baking cookies or one
Sunday service.

Sign up today.

Prayer Concerns

Please
Remember in Prayer

Shirley Overton; Connie Kovach;
Barb Jaquith; Bob Holmen's
mother Edna Holmen; Bev
Urbaniak’s nephew Bruce Gilmer;
Gloria Hardy's mother Pat Loyning;
Monica Thuesen’s Mother; Andrea
Holmen’s cousin George Hanke
and his wife Jackie; Joan Hale
(Joan Wilson); Ellie Murphy; Jim
Bujold; Bill Alberta; Dolly Koski;
Karen Young’s niece DelLaney
Cover; Kerry and Carolyn Boggio’s
granddaughter Madeline; Tammy
Stevens; DJ Rosekelly and Clara
Jarvi, Mae Karina, Mildred Tucker
and family on the death of their
sister Sigrid Timonen.

Prayer Requests: If you would
like to be on either the telephone
or email prayer chains and are not
currently receiving prayer requests,
please contact Jeri Kyner at
446-3323 or jkyner@mac.com.

To start a prayer request, contact
Margaret Tjeltveit at 446-1458 or
Jeri Kyner or email messiahpray-
ers@gmail.com. Please make
sure you have accurate information
and permission from the person
you are calling about.

JUNE
BOOK CLUB

We will be reading
the book called
Letters of Women
Homesteaders by Elinore
Pruitt. Our meeting will be at
Mary Lou Maryott’s home on
Thursday, June 24, at 7:00 PM.

CARE CENTER
WORSHIP SERVICES

Come worship, sing, pray hear
the Word and celebrate Holy
Communion with residents of
our local long term care centers.

Monday, June 7 @ 9:00 AM
Bible Study at Cedar Wood Villa

Tuesday, June 8 @ 3:00 PM
Service at Beartooth Hospital
Long Term Care Unit

Thursday, June 24 @ 2:30 PM
Service at Cedar Wood Villa

Happy Anniversary
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6/7 Barbara & Jim Ochiltree
6/11 Duane & Marla Ebel
6/17 Art & Ruth Urban
6/19 Jim & Jeri Kyner
6/20 Don & Linda Lindall
6/27 Bob & Andrea Holmen
6/28 Jim & Dolly Koski
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 8:00 AM 3 4 Ppastor's 5
9:00 AM 5 Min.Prayers Sabbath
Women's Bible |12:30 PM
Study @ Bridge |WELCA Montana Synod Assembly
Creek Bible Study at the Crowne Plaza in
Billings, June 4-6
Pastor Kim on vacation June 1-5
6 7 724av |8 9s00am |10 11 12 ﬁ@
8:30 AM Worship [ Men’s Prayer |[9:00 AM 5 Minute PO
9:40 AM Choir Breakfast Women'’s Bible |Prayers for Pastor’s _
Practice | 9:00 AM Bible |Study @ Bridge |Messiah Sabbath 9:00 AM
10:30 AM Worship Study @ Creek Church
Cedar Wood |3:00 PM BHHC Clean-up at
Worship Messiah
L4
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 &
8:30 AM Worship 8:00 AM 9:00 AM 8:00 AM The Life In
9:40 AM Choir LIB Women's Bible |5 Minute Christ Circus
Practice Breakfastat |Study @ Bridge |Prayers for ’ 1:30 & 4:30
10:30 AM Worship Messiah. All Cree)(( @ g Megsiah Pastor’s Performances at
1:00 PM LIBVision/ | 27 Sabbath Cobblestone
Mission Team Meet- invited. School in
ing at Messiah 3:00 PM Church Absarokee.
council Pastor Kim at Christikon Sponsored by
Bible Camp June 17-20 Immanuel
Lutheran.
20 Fathersbay |21 7:00am |22 9:00am |23 8:00 am |24 25 26
and BareTooth Men’s Prayer Women’s Bible |5 Minute 2:30 PM Pastor’s
Cupboards Breakfast at Study @ Prayers for  |Cedar Wood |Sabbath
Sunday _ Community Bridge Creek Messiah Villa Worship
8:30 AM Worship Church 5:30-9:00 PM
9:40 AM Choir Articles Community 7:00 PM Book
Practice . Due For Next Picnic at Club at Mary
10:30 AM Worship [ Month’s Lion’s Park Lou Maryott's
Newsletter Home
27 28 29 30
8:30 AM Worship | 7:14 AM 9:00 AM 8:00 AM
_ Men’s Prayer |Women'’s Bible |5 Minute Red LOdge AA meets
gg;\i‘g eAg/r']\iY](e’rSh'p Breakfast Study @ Prayers for Wednesdays, Frldays and
; . 6:00 PM Faith | Bridge Creek Messiah :
Highway 212 site | and ight— J Sundays at 7 pm in the
followed by light location TBA.

refreshments.

church basement.
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DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL
VIOLENCE SERVICES

Domestic and Sexual Violence
Services needs volunteers to
help with programs for domestic
and sexual assault survivors.

A 24-hour volunteer training will
be held on the following dates:

June 14th & 15th from 5-9 pm
June 19th from 8:30 am-4:30 pm
June 21st & 23rd from 5-9 pm

Call 446-2296 for more
information.

If you or anyone you know is
being abused or living with
violence in the home, call
Domestic and Sexual Violence
Service’s 24-hour Helpline at
425-2222.

Vacation Bible School
At Messiah

“God’s Big Backyard”
August 9-12, 2010

Vacation Bible School sponsored by Messiah,
will take place August 9-12
(9 AM-Noon each day).
VBS will be open to all kids in the greater
Red Lodge area at no charge.
) The women of the Tuesday Study Group have
<) committed to helping along with all other
volunteers from Messiah and the community.

If you have any questions or know of kids who
might be interested please give their names and
phone numbers to Gina Farnham at 446-9818.

As details develop, we’ll keep you posted.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
ABSAROKEE, MT

Proudly Presents

The Life in Christ Circus

Benefit Performance
for the New Pipe Organ

Saturday, June 19, 2010

At the Cobblestone School in
Absarokee

Two Performances:
1:30 PM and 4:30 PM

Adults $15

Children Under 12 Years of Age and
Accompanied by an Adult are FREE

Limited Seating
So Order Tickets in Advance

Tickets are Available at
Cloud Nine Quilts in Absarokee or
Call Dick Hardel at 406-322-9832

SUMMER STEWARDSHIP GIVING

As we move into summer schedules, vacations, hiking and other
fun activities, please consider your on-going financial support to
Messiah Lutheran. We have exciting things planned for the
summer with worship on the 212 land, Vacation Bible School in
August, Monday and Tuesday Mornings Studies and much
more. In order to continue these activities, we need your on-
going support. However the giving to our General Operating
Fund is down from this time last year.

January - April 2009 General Fund Giving = $39,439.17
January - April 2010 General Fund Giving = $35,606.41

Difference - $3,832.76
January - April 2009 Expenses = $42,157.63

January - April 2010 Expenses = $47,709.74 (includes new
copier @ $2,995)

Light in the Beartooths Fund giving is going well!
January - April 2010 = $46,395.78

Thanks for your financial support of Messiah.
Your Church Council
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
GRADUATES AT MESSIAH

From Joliet High School:
DelLaney Hardy

From Red Lodge High School:
Chris Atherly

Hannah Benton

Derrick Downing

Alex Elsberry

Sally Gildehaus

Clancey Theade

Wes Thompson

Josh Wilker

Q

From Montana State University at Billings:
Jason Suchan

From Concordia College at Moorhead, Minnesota:
Michelle Thompson

Messiah’s Mission:

To know Christ

To make disciples

To send out

To make Christ known
Messiah’s Vision:

To become a growing
congregation of Christ’s disciples
who make a difference by living out
our faith daily, active in love.

Christikon Clips

Information for our Congregations @RISTIKON
2010 Christikon Camping Season
!
! ! www.christikon.org **  #
It's not too late to register for camp.
Bring a friend to Camp with you for free (well, nearly). $ !
I % !
! &"(! ) ot
+
You can now make a gift on-line "  # register for a camp session
on-line ,  www.christikon.org % * ! # -
! 2 /
! ! ! #
! #
! #1 Families and Adults
# 0 o Lr
$ 11

CHRISTIKON ! 1108 24" Street West ! Billings, MT 59102
406 656-1969 ! christikon@aol.com ! www.christikon.org

"Stewardship Corner"

People—both the clergy and the
laity—often tend to think about a
congregation as 'theirs.' Even the
way we refer to congregations
betrays this ownership model.
Pastors will casually refer to 'my
congregation' or 'my ministry.'
Likewise, the laity will speak of 'our
congregation’ or 'my congregation,’
as if a congregation is either a
possession that belongs to us or a
business that we corporately own. It
is true, of course, that the use of the
pronouns 'my' and 'our' can signal a
positive sense of commitment and
belonging. Yet, in the experience of
many pastors and committed
Christians, the language can also
provide the sense that the
congregation belongs to us and
exists first and foremost to meet our
needs."

—Rolf Jacobson

Question of the Month:

What difference might it make if reference
to your congregation more intentionally
identified that it is "God's" and not mine or
ours?

Howard Young , Stewardship Committee
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Highlights from the May 18t Council Meeting

Harry Hollman topped this month’s council agenda with a discussion of the current status on the sale of the
church facility. Mr. Hollman reviewed the current marketing strategy, talked about market & pricing conditions
and answered questions from Council members. The consensus of the council is that we maintain the
$349,000 asking price.

Judy Streets summarized the Sunday Forum session on the work of the Mission/Vision team.

The April 2010 Balance Sheet showed the General Fund checking account with a balance of more than
$4,812.87, the Light in the Beartooths checking account balance of slightly less than $45,000 and a Mission
Investment Fund balance of just over $73,000. The year-to-date (January through April) Profit and Loss
previous year comparison showed the member giving line item lagging the 2009 member giving line item by
$3,832.76. General operating fund expenses for the current year are within budget, with the exception of the
purchase of the replacement copier ($2,995.00) which had not been anticipated during budget development.
The April Profit and Loss previous year comparison revealed that member giving was about the same as
2009, lagging by only $40.38. General operating fund expenses for the current year exceeded 2009 general
operating expenses in 2009 by $3,996.77. Of this increase $2,995.00 was for the replacement copier and the
remaining $1,000 is within the budget plan.

Committees reported as follows: Howard Young reported that Stewardship has changed the format for the
2011 envelope to allow members to designate LIB contributions and use only one envelope per month. Judy
Streets (Education) reported that Gina Farnham will be the coordinator for this summer's VBS. The theme will
be God'’s Big Back Yard. Judy also indicated that three youth (Chris Atherly, Josh Wilker & Della Christ) will
be attending Christikon camp this summer and have requested scholarship assistance. Finally, Judy
presented a draft for a continuing resolution related to the undergraduate college scholarship. Andrea Holmen
(Worship) will head up the solicitation of funds for a gift for Jason in a manner similar to how we solicit
Christmas season staff gifts. Following deliberation the council voted to have communion assistants who are
administering the elements (bread or wine/grape juice) of communion be confirmed congregational
participants. Via Ann Christ, Pastor Kim requested that he be allowed to engage in two pulpit exchanges this
summer. It was the Council’'s consensus that this would be something the congregation would support.

John Overton (Property Management) will reschedule the Church Clean-up for Saturday, June 12", from 9:00
a.m. to noon. Kathy Kreatz (Outreach) has asked Jeri Kyner to investigate organizing a Climb to Conqueror
Cancer team for the August 7" event. Kathy also reported that she has inventoried the remaining Fair Trade
items and will be selling these items during the summer. There was also continuing discussion about the use
of Fair Trade coffee at church functions and the potential for selling Fair Trade chocolate.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
Montana Synod Assembly in Billings, June 4" through 6™
Church yard clean-up on Saturday, June 12™
Red Lodge Ministerial Association’s Community Picnic at Lions Park on Wednesday, June 23"
10:30 a.m. Sunday morning worship service will be on Hwy 212 land on June 27™

Remember, a copy of the Approved April Council Minutes is posted in the narthex of the Church for your
review.



£t asht ¥

COMMUNITY PICNIC

A Community picnic will take place on Wednesday, June 23 at Lion’s Park. This event is sponsored
by the Red Lodge Ministerial Association. Come join your neighbors in Red Lodge for an evening in
the park with food, fellowship, fun, games for kids, and music for all. You don’t have to belong to any
church, just live in Carbon County or be visiting. The Ministerial wants everyone to come celebrate
and give thanks for community. Meat and beverages provided, while side dishes are welcome.

OFFICE HOURS AT MESSIAH HOW TO REACH MESSIAH
Monday: 8:00-1:00
Tuesday: 8:00-9:00 &11:00-1:00 Church Phone: 406-446-2430
Wednesday: 8:00-12:00 Website: www.redlodgemessiah.com
Thursday: 8:00-12:00 . .
Friday: The Office is Closed. Email: churchoffice@180com.net

Messiah Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 1330 19th & Adams
Red Lodge, Montana 59068

June 2010 Newsletter

Return Service Requested




