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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 Advent greetings to you from the one who was, who is, and is to come again! 
Mother used to say, “Good things come to those who wait” and as little children my sister 
and I would reply, “but, we can’t wait!”; especially this time of year. The Thanksgiving 
pumpkin pie was scrumptious, the turkey sandwiches and varied turkey hot dishes are  
almost gone and we’ve pretty much had our fill of football until January. Ta-dah! The    
holiday season is in full swing with black Friday over, yet shopping continues, trees and 
homes are being decorated, parties and family gatherings are marked on the calendar, 
and between now and December 26 my favorite radio station plays nothing but Christmas 
music, “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas; Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree, Grandma 
Got Run Over by a Reindeer.” We can hardly wait! Sometimes it’s like the frenzy and hype 
get to be so much that one can’t wait for it to simply be over! Young or old, most of us 
have a difficult time waiting for December 25.                                                                                                      
 In the church year the Christmas season doesn’t begin until after December 25 and 
then actually continues for another 1-2 weeks. Right now we are in the season of Advent, 
a word that means “coming”, the coming of the one who was, who is and is to come 
again; the one to whom we sing and pray, “Come Lord Jesus”. Advent is a time of waiting. 
Even at church, starting in early December many among us want to jump into the favorite 
Christmas hymns rather than those Advent ones. We hear, “all around us everybody’s 
singing Christmas music”, or “we only get to sing them a couple times”. So why don’t we 
sing these beloved carols all December? One reason is that at Messiah Lutheran our 
hymns/songs connect, relate, reflect, directly with the Scriptures read each Sunday. To 
paraphrase Martin Luther - “hymns are the Gospel set to music”. So this Advent season 
see if you can connect the hymns and Bible readings together. Look for commonalities in 
both and you’ll discover themes such as waiting, watching, expectancy, hope, readiness, 
silence, repentance, reflection, emptiness, light, darkness, comfort, John the Baptist.  
Hymns titles reflect Advent themes - “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”; “O Come, 
O Come, Emanuel”; “All Earth is Hopeful”; “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”; “Savior 
of the Nations Come.”  The scriptures and hymns take us through a deep longing and    
eagerness of God’s people, awaiting God’s coming among them to heal and save. There is 
a deep yearning, hope and vision for the fulfillment of God’s promises: the peaceable 
kingdom, a connection between human and divine, a renewal of creation. We can hardly 
wait! 
 So, this season of Advent I pray you will wait and prepare 
for the coming of Jesus again as a babe in the manger. Make             
Advent a prayerful, reflective journey so on Christmas Eve you 
can sing anew “Joy to the World, the Lord is Come.” But also  
remember the Advent scriptures call on us to prepare not only 
for Jesus’  imminent birth but for his ministry, his life, death and 
resurrection and his coming again. Blessings from the one who 
was, who is and is to come again! 
             Pastor Kim                                                                          

               “Come Lord Jesus” 
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Light in the Beartooths… 
a ministry to expand the mission of Messiah 
by serving the entire Red Lodge community! 
 
As I write this message, we have just completed the Light in the Beartooths Rally held at             
St. Agnes Catholic Parish on November 15th. It was a lively and purposeful evening capped by the 
thrilling announcement that 13 households of Messiah have committed to giving well over a 
half-million dollars to Light in the Beartooths. There are approximately 50 households yet to    
respond – very exciting! Much is yet possible. 
 
There are other things to celebrate: 
 
42 people and counting have provided leadership for Light in the Beartooths. 
A large majority of Messiah’s people have been activated as Prayer Partners. 
61 people shared their faith story. 
It is official, Light in the Beartooths is about vision and mission rather than a building. 
Messiah will be the new center of mission for the Red Lodge community. 
 
On a personal note, I want to express my gratitude and appreciation for being extended the       
opportunity to be your partner in ministry. Witnessing the unifying power of vision as you, the   
people of Messiah, dedicate yourselves to a future full of hope and promise is a wonderful         
experience. 
 
The journey to relocate your center of mission to your new site will be challenging but with the  
conviction that this is truly God’s vision for Messiah, it will be achieved. The words from David to 
his son Solomon come to mind in 1 Chronicles: 28: “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. 
Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God is with you. He will not fail you or           
forsake you until all the work for the service of the temple of the Lord is finished.” 
 
To assure that Light in the Beartooths will grow in strength and vision, I will continue to work with a 
newly appointed Ongoing Support Team that will focus on five objectives: (1) expanding a spiritual 
base for generosity, (2) a continued focus on vision and mission, (3) timely and creative           
communication of the Messiah story, (4) meaningful activities that unite and inspire and                      
(5) continued financial growth. Please continue to support this effort with your ongoing prayers. 
 
Have a most blessed Advent and joyous Christmas as you celebrate the birth of our Lord and  
Savior. I look forward to a new year of excitement and forward movement as together we continue 
the journey that is Light in the Beartooths. May God be Praised! 
Your Servant, 
Ann Bailey 
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Messiah’s Mission: Messiah’s Mission: Messiah’s Mission: Messiah’s Mission:     To know Christ; To make disciples; To send 
out; To make Christ known.    

Messiah’s Vision: Messiah’s Vision: Messiah’s Vision: Messiah’s Vision: To become a growing congregation of Christ’s 
disciples who make a difference by living out our faith daily,     
active in love. 

December Innkeepers 
Innkeepers Leaders for December are Ann and Dennis 
Christ. There team members are Shirley and John 
Overton; Jack and Sue Prather; Judy and Jack 
Streets; Lois and Bill Miller; Gina and Stan Farnham; 
Dave Jurkovich; and Anne, Peter, Della, and Bjorn 
Christ.  

Being an Innkeeper is a great way to make a difference by living out 
our faith here at Messiah. You are all needed to share your time and 
talents. The New 2010 Innkeepers sign up is ready. The leaders have 
been asked and they said YES. Will you say yes to signing up for three 
different months of helping at Messiah? Please sign up today and make 

The Women's Bible Study 
Group continues to meet at 
Bridge Creek most Tuesday 
Mornings at 9:00 AM. Our 
group is growing but there is 
always room for more to join 
in. We are close to finishing 
our study of Genesis. In 
December we will meet on 
Tues Dec. 1, 8, and the 15. 
Then we will take off for the 
holidays and be back 
together again on Tues Jan 5.  
WELCA Bible Study will 
meet on Thursday, Dec. 10 at 
1:30 PM at the church. This is 
a monthly women’s bible 
study that use “Lutheran 
Women Today” as their 
bases for their study. If you 
would like to order this 
magazine you can do it on 
line at 
lutheranwomantoday.org and 
click on “Subscribe”. You can 
also call the subscription 
center at 1-800-328-4648 and 
place your order with a real 
person, or by sending your 
name and address and a 
check, made out to Lutheran 
Woman Today, to: Augsburg 
Fortress, P.O. Box 1209, 
Minneapolis, MN 55440-
8730. Rates are $12 one 
year, $22 two years, $33 
three years. 
Watch for a possible third 
Bible Study that will begin 
later in January on a different 
day of the week. More 
information will be coming 
about this new study.  
 

Women’s Bible Studies 

“Don’t Skimp on Your Education” 
by Judy Streets 

 

Remember “ELCA Good Gifts” for your holiday giving 
(excerpts from a recent ELCA press release) 

This holiday season the ELCA is offering exclusive gift ideas         
designed to help change the lives of people close to home and 
around the world. “ELCA Good Gifts,” the church's year long    
giving catalog, features gift ideas designed to support the mission 
and ministries that “nourish, nurture, heal and inspire.” Gifts can 
be purchased through the catalog or the newly designed http://
www.ELCA.org/goodgifts on the ELCA Web site. Donation       
opportunities include supporting ministries that deal with hunger, 
women and children, agriculture, health, and many others. 
A gift of $10 can purchase a mosquito net for a family in a            
malaria-prone area. A $250 donation can help start a community 
fish-farming project. A $50 gift immunizes a child against              
preventable diseases such as measles and tetanus, and a $100 
gift provides a year of home visits and medications for a person 
living with HIV and AIDS. And the list goes on . . . . 
When a gift is made in honor of someone personalized e-cards, 
note cards, printable inserts, and certificates offered at http://
www.ELCA.org/goodgiftscards can be used to announce the gift. 
Please consider these ideas as you and your family plan your 
holiday giving. We are blessed with much and we are called upon 
to share our abundance. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 Nov 30 
7:14 AM 
Men’s Prayer  
Breakfast      
8:30 AM Christ-
mas Kid Shoppe  
Set up 
6:00 PM Faith 
and Light at 
the Streets  

1  
9:00 AM 
Women’s Bible 
Study @ Bridge 
Creek  
11:00 AM 
Christmas Kid  
Shoppe set up 

2 
8:00 AM  
5 Minute 
Prayers for 
Messiah 
9:00 AM 
Christmas Kid  
Shoppe set up 

3  
9:00 AM 
Christmas Kid  
Shoppe set up 
5:30 PM   
Trimming the 
Tree and Soup 
Supper at 
Messiah 

4 
9:00 AM 
Christmas Kid  
Shoppe set up 

5 
9:00 AM-
12:00 Noon 
Christmas  
Kid’s Shoppe 
at Messiah 

6  
8:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday 
Forum, Sunday 
School & Choir 
Practice,  
10:30 AM Worship  
 

7 7:14 AM 
Men’s Prayer  
Breakfast     
9:00 AM Bible 
Study at       
Cedarwood 
3:45 PM 
Confirmation  

8 
9:00 AM 
Women’s Bible 
Study @ Bridge 
Creek  

9 
8:00 AM  
5 Minute 
Prayers for 
Messiah 

10 
1:30 PM  
WELCA Bible 
Study 

11 
9:00-4:00 
Women’s 
Field Trip to 
Billings 

12 
9:00 AM-
12:00 Noon 
Christmas  
Kid’s Shoppe 
at Messiah 

13 
8:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday 
Forum, Sunday 
School & Choir 
Practice,  
10:30 AM Worship  

14 
7:14 AM 
Men’s Prayer  
Breakfast 
 
 

15 
9:00 AM 
Women’s Bible 
Study @ Bridge 
Creek  
3:00 PM BHHC 
Worship 
6:30 PM Church 
council  

16 
.8:00 AM  
5 Minute 
Prayers for 
Messiah 
 
News Articles 
are due for 
January 

17 
2:30 PM  
Cedarwood 
Villa Worship  
6:00 PM Faith, 
Fun, and Fel-
lowship at 
Bridge Creek 

18 19 

20 Baretooth           
Cupboards Sunday 
8:30 /10:30 Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday Fo-
rum, Sunday School 
& Choir  Practice,  
1:00 PM Faith & Light 
Christmas Party at 
Silver Strike / Subway 

21 
7:00 AM 
Men’s       
Community 
Prayer  
Breakfast at 
Messiah 
 

22 
 

23 
8:00 AM  
5 Minute 
Prayers for 
Messiah 

 
 

24 
 
5:00 PM &  
7:00 PM 
Christmas 
Eve Worship 
Services  

25 
Christmas 

Day 

26 

27 
8:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday 
Forum, Sunday 
School & Choir 
Practice,  
10:30 AM Worship  

28 
7:14 AM 
Men’s Prayer  
Breakfast 

29 
 

30 
8:00 AM  
5 Minute 
Prayers for 
Messiah 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

  

December 2009 

Pastor Kim 
on Vacation 
Nov 24-Dec 1 

Mon Dec 28-Thurs Dec 31 Pastor on Vacation 

Red Lodge AA meets 
Wednesdays, Fridays 

and Sundays                
at 7:00 PM in the 

church basement. 

PAGE 4PAGE 4PAGE 4PAGE 4

  



Messiah Lutheran Newsletter 

Highlights from the November 17h Council Meeting 
Ann Bailey attended the Council meeting and did a brief recap of the progress of the LIB appeal. 
She believes that we are in a good spot at this point and was pleased with the advanced giving 
support (approximately $500,000 in commitments). Approximately 50 members giving units still 
need to respond to the LIB appeal. Three Sundays [November 22nd thru December 6th] have              
designated Appeal Commitment Sundays and members are asked to submit their LIB Commitment 
form. Following December 6th, follow-up contacts with members, who have not responded to the 
Capital Appeal, will begin and be coordinated by the AAC. The Light in the Beartooths Account 
(LIB) at the First Interstate Bank was opened during the month. 
 
The October Profit & Loss Statement showed that monthly general fund income was $9,010.25 
(exceeding the October 2008 general fund income by $11.25); that total expenses for October 
were $24,090.29 (exceeding the October 2008 total expenses by $10,809.61).  This was due to: 
[1] a $6,000.00 check for the Seminary scholarship support was issued [$2,000 from the General 
Fund & $4,000 from designated giving] ; [2] a $6,200.00 payment was made to Kairos on the LIB 
appeal; [3] yearly benevolence payments were made to Christikon ($1,050.00) and St. John’s     
Lutheran Ministries ($2,100). The Year-to-date Profit & Loss Statement revealed general fund     
income was $93,041.06 (exceeded the 2008 year-to-date general fund income by $408.51); that 
the year-to-date total expenses were $143,322.01 (exceeding the 2008 year-to-date total           
expenses by $29,055.14). This was due, in part, to: [1] Kairos has been paid $12,400.00;                
[2] maintenance on the parsonage this year has been $5,000.00 more than 2008; [3] Seminary 
Scholarship expenses have been $11,500 ($4,000.00 from budgeted church funds & $7,500.00 
from designated giving); [4] College Scholarship expenses have been $1,000 ($600.00 from    
budgeted church funds & $400.00 from designated giving); [5] the General Education expense line 
item is $1,350.87 higher than 2008. 
 
The Council’s Finance Committee was authorized to begin the application process for a loan to 
cover the cost of the Hwy 212 property so a loan can be in place when the Church takes            
possession of the property. 
 
One offer has been received on the current Church property; however, the potential buyer         
withdrew once s/he received our counter offer. A specific protocol was also established for how to 
handle future good faith real estate offers. 
 
President Christ has begun the process to determine Council vacancies so the Nominations    
Committee can begin its work prior to the Annual Meeting. 
 
Remember, a copy of the Approved October Council Minutes is posted in the                                   
narthex of the Church for your review.  
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The deadline for information to be included in the newsletter is the 20th of 
each month. Please contact Kathy Schilling at 446-2430                              
Church hours: Mon 8-1; Tues 8-9, 11-1; Wed 8-12; Thurs 8-12;                                  
  Fri the office is closed. 
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The Fourth Annual Christmas Kids 
Shoppe will be held Saturday Dec 5 and 
Saturday Dec 12 at Messiah Lutheran 
Church from 9 AM to noon both mornings.  
 
We need donations of terrific treasures for 
all ages of children as well as parents and 
grandparents, especially gifts for boys and 
men. We also need to tell everyone about 
this "free" Christmas gift offering, 
especially those families with young 
children in the Carbon County area.  
 

Knowing that this is a wonderful outreach to the community from 
Messiah, we need as many folks to help in whatever way they can. On 
Monday, Nov 30 at 8:30 AM, we will set up tables at the church and 
begin the process of putting all the gifts on the tables. Lots of goodies 
will be needed to serve parents and children who come to the Kids’ 
Shoppe. The Saturdays of the Kids’ Shoppe we need adults and teens 
to help children shop, wrap or bag gifts, greet families and serve adults 
drinks and goodies and visit with them to make them feel welcome. 
There will be a sign up at the church for volunteers to commit to 
working specific hours in their chosen area.   
 
Last year we had over 300 children shopping with us. The kids were so 
excited about selecting gifts for their families. The event was a very 
positive experience for the shoppers as well as the Messiah volunteers.  
 
For further information, please call Barb Ostrum at 446-4121 or     
Karen Young at 446-9136. 

Christmas Kids Shoppe 
Please join us for Sunday 
Forums as scheduled below     
Sunday Forum for December     
(9:40 am Sundays) 
We will finish up our studies in 
About the Bible: Short 
Answers to Big Questions by 
Terence Fretheim. Here the 
schedule: 
Dec. 6 - Ch. 21 "How is God 
Related to Suffering? 
Dec. 13 - Ch. 22 "How is God 
Connected to Violence? 
Dec. 20 - Ch. 23 (conclusion) 
"Our Best Questions" 
Dec. 27 - (no Forum) 

Sunday Forums 

Monday, December 7, at 9:00 AM Bible Study at Cedarwood Villa 
Tuesday, December 15, at 3:00 PM Caroling at Beartooth Hospital 
Thursday, December 17, at 2:30 PM Caroling at Cedarwood Villa  
Come proclaim the good news in song that “unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior who is Christ the Lord”.  

BIBLE STUDY AND CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

CONFIRMATION meets Monday 
December 7, 3:45 PM. as we wrap up 
the 2009 year with a focus on Holy 
Communion.  

The Messiah newsletter is available electronically. If you would like to help 
save time, money and resources, please send your email address to 
churchoffice@180com.net to be added to the email mailing list. Also visit 
our web page at www.redlodgemessiah.com 

WOMEN’S FIELD TRIP 
WHEN: Friday, December 11 

TIME:  9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
WHAT: 10:30 Tour Moss Mansion 
 12:15 Lunch at Julianos   
  1:30 Gainan’s  

SIGN UP: Clipboard at church 

QUESTIONS: Gina @ 446-9818. 

FAITH AND LIGHT 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Sunday, December 20 the 
Faith and Light Bible Study 
group will go bowling at the 
Silver Strike at 1:00 PM., 
followed by dinner at Subway.  
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Please 
Remember In 
Prayer  
      PRAYER REQUESTS             
If you would like to be on either 
the telephone or email prayer 
chains and are not currently 
receiving prayer requests, 
please contact Jeri Kyner,     
446-3323 or jkyner@mac.com                               
To start a prayer request, 
contact Margaret Tjeltveit at 
446-1458 or Jeri Kyner or email 
messiahprayers@gmail.com. 
Please make sure you have 
accurate information and 
permission from the person you 
are calling about.  
 PLEASE REMEMBER IN 
PRAYER: Shirley Overton; 
Pastor Ron Jensen; Bev 
Urbaniak’s daughter Tammy; 
Connie Kovach; Jim Koski; Barb 
Jaquith; Jack Streets; Gloria 
Hardy; Jim Kyner; Pastor Kim’s 
mother LaVon Wilker; Lauren 
Mullaney; Judy Canfield Henry; 
and Dianne Milleson.  

12;                                  
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Faith,  
Fun &  
Fellowship 
The second annual Faith, Fun & 
Fellowship Christmas Party will 
be held at Bridge Creek 
December 17th at 6:00 PM. 
There will be a delicious 
surprise menu for $17 per 
person and a wine bar at $5 a 
glass. Bring a “White Elephant” 
exchange gift if you wish to 
participate. A sign up sheet can 
be found on the table in the 
narthex. Come and join us for a 
great evening.  

     

12/8 — Alex Elsberry 
12/11– Clara Jarvi 
12/14– Michael Mullaney 
12/17– John Honey  
12/18—Meggan Gildehaus  
12/25– Mary Lou Maryott 
12/27– Marshall Buescher 
            Anne Christ 
12/30– Joy Allison  
            Dan Elsberry 
12/31– Manfred Maryott 

12/16-Jeff & Renee Gildehaus 
12/22-Joe & Marietta Johnson 
12/28-Dennis & Ann Christ 

         

Tree 
Decorating 
and Soup 
Supper 

All are invited to help 
decorate the Christmas tree 
at Messiah at 5:30 PM on 
Thursday, Dec 3 followed by 
a soup supper.  

Stewardship Corner 
Life's a challenge? Consider the source and make the most of it! 
Text: Acts 2:1-21 
“ ... Rarely in the Bible does God interrupt someone's life and ask him or her to do something easy. God 
doesn’t ask Moses to take on a few more sheep, but to stand up to Pharaoh. God doesn't ask Sarah to go to 
an old-folks home, but to start painting the nursery. God is constantly giving people challenging                   
assignments—to spend a night in a lion's den, take a walk in a fiery furnace, marry a pregnant girl who claims 
she’s still a virgin.”  
“You can guess people's initial response: fear. I can't do that. I can't go there. I can't say those things. I      
suspect that a lot of people in biblical times simply said “no” to God. They thought, “God wouldn't ask me to 
do something that makes me uncomfortable, right?” Think again. God is in the adventure business. Author 
John Ortberg writes, “If there''s a challenge in front of you, a course of action that could cause you to grow 
and that would be helpful to the people around you, but you find yourself scared about it, there's a real good 
chance that God is in that challenge.”  
from Stewardship resources at Luther Seminary, and Howard Young, Stewardship Chairman 
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Messiah Lutheran Church               
P.O. Box 1330 19th & Adams 
Red Lodge, Montana 59068 
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
 

 
Candlelight Services                       

with Holy Communion                     
Thursday, December 24                      

5:00 and 7:00 p.m. 


